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From Saturday April 1. to Tuefday April 4. 1710, ny, 


From my own Apartment, April 3. 


, E have already examined Homer's De- 
f {cription of a Future State, and the 
Condition in which he hath placed 


the Souls of the Deceafed. I thall 
in this Paper make fome Obferva- 
tions on the Account which Virgil hath given _us 
of the fame Subject, who, befides.a Greatnefs of 
Genius, had all the Lights of Philofophy and Hu- 
man Learning to affit and guide him in his Difco- 


“veries. 


eneas is reprefented as defcending into the Em- 
pire of Death, with a Prophetefs by his Side, 
who inftruéts him in the Secrets of thofe. lower 


- Regions. 


— the Confines of the Dead, and before the 
very Gates of this Infernal World, Virgil hath pla- 
ced feveral Inhabitants, whofe Natures are wonder- 
fully {uited to the Situation of the Place, as being ei- 
ther the Occafions or Refemblances of Death.: Of 
the firft Kind are the pale Shadows of Sicknefs, Old 
‘Age, Fear, Famine, and ipa Ltn agar ity 
sy terrible.to behold) with feveral others, as Toil, 
ar, Contention, and Difcord, which contribute 
all of them to People.this common Receptacle of 
Human Souls. As this was likewife a very proper 
Refidence for every Thing that refembles Death, 
the Poet tells us, That Sleep, whom he reprefents 
as.a near Relation to Death, has likewite his Habi- 
tation in thefe Quarters, and defcribes in them a 
huge gloomy Elm-Tree, which feems a very pr 
Ornament for the Place, and is poflefled by an in- 
numerable Swarm of Dreams, that hang in Clufters 
under every Leaf of it. He then.gives usa Lift of 
Imaginary Perfons, who very naturally lie within 
the Shadow of the Dream-TIree, as being of the 
fame Kind of Make in themfelves, and the Mate- 
rials or (to ute Shakefpear's Phrafe) the Stuff of 
which Dreams are made. Such are the Shades of 
the Giant with a Hundred Hands, and of his 
Brother with. Three Bodies; of the double- 
fhap’d Centaur, and Sylla’; the Gorgon with Sna- 
key Hair, the Harpy ; with a Woman's Face and 
Lion’s Talons, the Seven-headed Hydra, and the 
Chimera, which breaths forth a Flame, and was a 
Compound of Three Animals, Thefe feveral mix'd 
Natures, the Creatures of Imagination, art not on- 
ly introduced with great Art after the Dreams 3 but 
as they are plunted at the very Entrance, and with- 
in the very Gates of thefe Regions, do probably de- 
note the wild Delirimms and & ics © 
Fancy, which the Soul ufually falls into when the is 
jutt upon the Verge of Death. 

Thus fare 4neas travels inan Allegory. The rcft 
of the Defcription is drawn with great Exactnets, 
according to the Religion of the Heathens, and the 
Opinions of the Platonick Philofophy, I thali not 
trouble my Reader with a common dull Story, that 
givesan Account why the Heathens firtt of all fu 


'. pofed a Ferryman in Hel, ‘and his Name to 


aron; but mult not pafs over in Silence the 


Point of Doétrine which Virgil hath very much 
infilted upon in this Book, That the Souls of thote 
who are unburied, are not permitted to go over ins 


ete. aig of 


to their refpective Places of Reft, till they have 
wandered a Hundred Years upon the Banks of Styx. 
This was probably an Invention of the. Heathen 
Priefthood, to make the People extremely careful 
of performing proper Rites and Ceremonies to the 
Memory of the Dead. I fhall not however, with 
the infamous Scrjbblers of the Age, take an Occafion 
from fuch a Circumftance, to run into Declama- 
tions againft Prieftcraft, but rather look upon it 
even in this Life asa Religious Artifice, to raife in 
the Minds of Men an Efteem for the Memory of 
their Forefathers, and a Defire to recommend them- 
felves to that of Pofterity ;_ as alfo to excite in them 
an Ambition of imitating the Virtnes of the De- 
ceafed, and to keep alive in their Thoughts the 
Senfé .of the Soul’s Immortality. In a Word, we 
may fay in Defence of their fevere Opinions rela- 
ting:to. the Shades of unburied Perfons, what hath 
-been faid by fome of our Divines in Regard to 
the rigid Doétrines concerning the Souls of fuch 
-who die without Dring snitianed into our Religion; 
: That fuppofing they fhould be erroneous, they can 
do no Hurt to the Dead, and will have good Effest 
upon the Living, in making them.cautious of neg- 
JeSting fuch neceflary Solemnitics. _ 
Charon is no fooner open and the Trebbie- 
headed’ Dog laid afleep, but e“neas makes his En- 
trance into the Dominions of Plwo. There are 
Three Kinds of: Pertons defcribed, as being fituated 
on the Borders ; and I can give no Reaton for their 
being: ftationed there in fo particular a Manner, but 
becaufe they none of thein feem to have had a proper 
Right to a Place among the Dead, as not having run 
out the whole Thread of their Days, and finifhed the 
Term of Lifethat had been allotted them uponEarth. 
‘The Firft are the Souls of Intants who are {natch- 
ed away by untimely Ends: The. Second, are of 
thofe who were put to Death wrongfully, and.by 
an unjuft Sentence ; and the Third, of thofe who 
grew weary of their Lives, and laid violent Hands 
upon themtelves. As for theSecond of thefe, Vir- 
‘gil adds with great Beauty, That Aéinos the Judge 
of the Dead is employed in giving them a Rehear- 
ing, and affigning them their feveral Quarters fuita- 
ble to the Parts they a¢ted in Life. The Poet, after 
having mentioned the Souls of thofe unhappy Men 
who deftroyed. themtelves, breaks out into a fine 
Exclamation; Oh! how gladly, jays he, would: they 
now endure Life with all its Miferies! But the Deftinies 
forbid. their Return to Earth, and the Waters of Styx 
Surround. them with Nine Streams that are unpg de 
1s very remarkable, that Virgil notwith{tanding Self- 
murther was {0 pregnant ainong the Heathens, and 
had been pra¢tifed by fome of the greateft Men in the 
very Age before him, hath here repretented it as fo 
heinous a Crime. But in this Particular he was gui- 
ded by the Doctrines of his great Malter Plato, who 
ayson-this Subject, That a Man is placed in his 
Station of Life Juke .a Soldier in his proper Poit, 
which he is not to, quit whatever may happen, un- 
. he is called off by his Commander who planted 
im in it. a a * rT 
There is another Point in the Platonick Philof¢ 
phy, which Virgil has made the Ground-work of the 
greate(t Part in the Piece we are now examining, 
having with wonderful Art and Beaiity matefializ d 
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if Lemay fo eall it) a Scheme Of abliraed No 
ad cloathed the moft nice refined Con> 
ceptions of Philofophy in Senfible Images, and Poe- 
tical R tations. The Platonifts tell us, That 
the Soul, duritig her Refidence in the Body, con- 
tracts many virtuous and vicious Habits, fo as to 
become a beneficent, mild, charitable, or an angry, 
malicious, revengetul, Being: A Subltance inflam'd 


with Luft, Avarice, and Pride; or, on the contra- 


ry, brighten'd with pure, generous, and humble Dif- 
tions: That thefe and the like Habits of Virtue 
and Vice growing into the very Effence of the Soul, 
foavive and gather Strength in her after her Diffo- 
lution: That the Torments of a vicious Soul in a 
future State arife principally from thote importu- 
nate Paffions which are not capable of being grati- 
fied without a Body; and that en the agen the 
Happinefs of virtuous Minds very much con ilts in 
their being employed in {ublime Speculations, in- 
nocent Diverfions, fociable Affections, and all the 
Extafies of Paton and Rapture, which are agreeable 
to reafonable Natures, and of which they gained a 
Relith in this Life. : ; 

Upon this Foundation, the Poet raifes that beau- 
tiful Defcription of the fectet Haunts and Walks, 
which he tells us are inhabited by deceated Lovers. 

Not far from hence, - he, lies a great Walt of 
Plains, that are call’d the Fields of Melancholy. 
In thefe thete grows a Forreft ot Myrtle, divided 
into many fhady Retirements and covered Walks, 
and inhabited by the Souls of thofe who pined a- 
way with Love. The Paffion, fays he, continues 
with them after Death. He then gives 2 Litt of 
this languithing Tribe, in which his own Dido 
makes the principal Figure, and is detcrib'd as 
living in this foft Romantick Scene, with the Shade 
of her firft Husband Sycheus. : 

The Poet in the next Place mentions another 
Plain that was Peopled with the Ghofts of War- 
tiors, as ftill delighting in each other’s Company, 
and pleafed with the Exercifeot Arms. He theresre- 

‘prefents the Grecian Generals and common Soldiers 
who perifhed in the Siege of Troy as drawn up in 
3 rons, and terrified at the Approach of e&neas, 
which renewed in them thole Impreflions of Fear 
‘they had before received in Battle with the Trojans. 
He afterwards likewife, upon the fame Notion, 

ives a View of the Trojan Heroes who lived in 

ormer Ages, amid{t a vifionary Scene of Chariots 
and Arms, flowry Meadows, thining Spears, and 
generous Steeds, which he tells us were their Plea- 
iures upon Earth, and now inake up their Happi- 
neisin Elyfium, For the fame Reafon allo, he men- 
tions others as finging Pzans, and Songs of Tri- 
‘umph, amidft a beautiful Grove of Laurel. The 
Chief of the Confort was the Poet Atufaus, who 
ftood inclofed with a Circle of Admirers,and rofe by 
the Head and Shoulders above the Throng of Shades 
that {urrounded him. The Habitation of unhappy 
Spirits, to fhow the Duration of their Torments, and 
the defperate Condition they are in,are reprefented as 
uarded by a Fury, moated round with a Lake of 
ire, ftrengthened with Towers of Iron, encompafied 
witha triple Wall, and fortified with Pillars of Ada- 
mant, which all the Gods together are not able to 
heave from its Foundations. The Notte of Stripes, the 
Clank of Chains, and the Groans of the Tortured, 
' firike even the pious «&neas with a kind of Hor- 
ror. The Poet afterwards divides the Criminals in- 
to two Claffes: The firlt and blackelt Catalogue 
confifts of fuch as were guilty of Outrages againit 
the Gods; and the next; of fuch who were con- 
victed of Injufti¢e between Man and Man: The 
greateit Number of whom, fays the Poet, are thole 
‘who followed the Dictates of Avarice. 

It was an Opinion of the Platoni(ts, That the Souls 
of Men having contracted in the Body great Stains 
and Pollutions of Ignorance and Vice, there were ie- 
veral Purgatious and Cleanfings neceflary to be pafled 
through both here and hereafter, in order to refine 
and purify the Soul from Ignorance and Vice. Vir- 

il, to give this Thought likewife a Cloathing of 
oetry, defcribes fome Spirits-as bleaching in the 
Winds, others as cleanfing under great Falls of. Wa- 





ters, and otlters a8 purging in Fire to recover the 
primitive Beauty and ae of their Natures. 

Ie was likewife an Opinion of thé fame Sect of 
Phifofophers, That the Souls of all Men exift in q 
feparate State, long before their Union with their 

Sodies ; and that upon their Jinmerfion into Fle(h 
they forgot every thing which paffed in the State 
Pre-exiftence ; fo that what we here call Know. 
ledge, is nothing but Memory, or the Recovery of 
thote Things which we knew betore. 

In purtuance of this Scheme, Virgil gives usa 
View of feveral Souls, who, to prepare themfelves 
for living upon Earth, flock about the Banks of the 
River Lethe, and {will themtelves with the Waters 
of Oblivion. : 

The fame Scheme gives him an Opportunity of 
making a noble Compliment to his Countryinen, 
where Anchifes is repreiented taking a Survey of the 
long Train of Heroes that are to deicend from him, 
and giving his Son e4neas an Account of all the 
Glories of his Rice. : 

I need not mention the Revolution of the Plato- 
nick Year, which is but juit touched upon in this 
Book : and as | have coniulted no Authors Thoughts 
in this Explication, 1 fhall be very well pleated, 
it can make the nobleft Piece of the molt accom 
plithed Poet more agreeable to iny Female Readers, 
when ay think fit to look into Dryden's Tranfl- 
tion of it, 


Errata in our laff: Col. 1. Line 47. dele even, 
Col. 2. Line 46. for with a perpetual, read with the 


perpetual. 
Adversifements. 


x*, PROPOSALS for Printing the 
LUCUBRATIONS of Mfaac Bickerftaff Efq; 
by Subfcriptions, in Two Volumes in O@tavo, on a 
Large Charaéter, and Fine Royal Paper, are co be feen, 
and Subferiptions taken, at Charles Lillie’s, a —— 
at the Corner of. Beauford-Buildings in the Strand, 
John.Morphew’s near Stationers-Hall. All Perfons that 
defign to fubferibe to this Work, are defired to fend 
in their Sub{criptions, the Book being put to Preis, in 
order to be publith’d with all Expedition. 
[2 Satisfy Genslemen and Ladies who it is that would 
impofe, in Relation to thofe Men and Women’s Gowns tobe fold 
at she Olive-Tree and Still at Charing-Croft, advertis’d againg 
in the Poft-Man, with Invitation to Ludgate- Hill ; If they pleafe te 
enquire at any Shep on the faid Hill, they may be Satssfy’d that 
ae = ‘ Quarter of A py, as i. is in 4 rs “a 
baring-Crofs; mor cant ord fo ennyworths, bee 
Examination, thefe vill be ruby fold to be she Goods of 4 
ons that failed. 
w's [bis Day is publithed, The Circe of Signior Gio- 
vanni Battiita Gelli of the Academy of Florence ; confifting of 
Ten Dialogues between Men tiansformed inco Beafts : Giving 3 
lively Reprefentation of the various Paffiens, and many Infeli- 
cities of Human Life, Done out of Iralian by Mr. Tho. Browa, 
The Second Edition. Sold by John Morphew near Stationers- 
Hall. Price 3s. 6d. 
«This Day is publithed, Good+Friday to be kept by 
all Chriftians, and the Manner of nooplng ite on Zech. 32. 20, 
Price 2 d. or 128. per Hundred to thofe that give chem away. 
The Wifdom of being Holy, in2 Parts. Price 6d. Submiffion 
to Governors, or the Dogtrine of Sr. Peter concerning Govern- 
ment — in a Sermon on the Marryrdom of K. Charles I. 
Price2d, All writ by William Beveridge, D.D. late Lord Bi. 
fhop of St, Afaph. Printed for R. Smith at his Ware-houfe in 
Exeter Change in the Strand ; where may be had the faid Bi- 
fhop’s Englith Works, in 13 Volumes. Price 21. 178. 64. 
Likewife fold at W. Tayloi’s at the Shipin Parer-nofter-Row, 
*,” For the further Improvement of Dancing; A 
Treatife of Corography, or the Art of dancing Country-Dances 
after a new Charadter. In which the Figures, Steps, and Man- 
ner of Performing, are defcrib’d ; and the Rules demonitrated 
in an ealie Method, adapted ro the meaneft Capacity. Tran- 
flated from the French of Monficur Feviller, and improved with 
raany Additions ; all tairly engraved on Copper Plates: And a 
new Collection of Country-Dances defcrib’d in the fame Cha- 
raGier, by John Effex, Dancing-Mafter. Sold by J. Walth, and 
P. Randal), Mutical Inftrument-Makers in Ordinary to Her 
Majelty, at the Harp and Hautboy in Catherine-ftreet near 
Some: fet Houfe in the Strand, and J. Hare, at the Viol and Flue 
in Cornhill ; J. Cullen at the Roebuck without Temple- Bar; 
and by the Author at his Houle in Roode-Lane, Fenchusch- 
ftreet. Price ss. 
Tike are to acquaint the Lovers of Art, That the 
M Hon. Baron Schurz, late Envoy of Hanover, his Colleétion 
of Pittures, being ef the molt celebrated Mafters, will be {old 
» ay nen on Ti yy 6th ot this Inftant April, ac Ten io 
ther Forenoon, at his lace Dwelling-Houfe on che Bait Side of 
St. James's Square, ty Harchmeac being over the Door) where 
the Pi@ures may feen till the Time*cf Sale, and Cara- 
logues to be had gratis. ' 





Sold by Fobn Morphew near Stationers-Fdall ; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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